In vitro susceptibility of Trichophyton mentagrophytes arthroconidia to clotrimazole and griseofulvin in human corneocyte suspensions.
The use of corneocytes in suspension as a medium for the study of the effect of antifungal drugs on Trichophyton mentagrophytes arthroconidia was investigated. In the presence of clotrimazole or griseofulvin, arthroconidia germination in a suspension of corneocytes and in Sabouraud glucose liquid medium was significantly reduced compared with germination in drug-free media. Where antifungals were added to arthroconidia after an activation period during which germination occurred, any further germination was inhibited. The data showed that the growth of T. mentagrophytes in the presence of corneocytes offered a simple, rapid, inexpensive and relevant model for the assessment of antifungal activity of compounds for the treatment of dermatophytosis.